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Advent Greetings Beloved in Christ! 

The mission of St. John's is to restore all people to unity with God and each other in Christ.

I love the season in which are in, this

season of penitence, and more a

season of expectation. And I should

add that I am one who strives to

keep Advent, well ADVENT, and

not rush into Christmas and the 12

Days of Christmas.  So you won’t

find me offering Christmas greetings

in Advent!

Bishop Steven Charleston continues

to take me to deep places in Christ.

He listens to the Holy Spirit with the

eyes and ears of his heart. Or so it

seems to me.

When I encounter people at

diocesan events and am asked about

the community in Christ at St. John’s

in Norman, I speak of how I

encountered places of healing and

how I find St. John’s to be a place of

hope and abundant Jesus love.

Parishioners of hope, living hope in

the open and forgiving ways to

which I am a witness. Hope in Jesus’

love and care, Jesus’ mercies. I

found this reading from Bishop

Charleston helpful and encouraging

(like Paul’s letter to the people in

Thessalonica that has been in our

readings lately).

‘In the midst of chaos, I will be

peace. In the heart of anger, I will be

love. In the presence of despair, I

will be hope. Those are my

assignments. Not imposed on me,

but taken up willingly as a witness to

what I believe is true for all of us.

The circle of life needs and deserves

peace, love and hope. Our shared

calling is to embody that grace, to

live what we pray, to be the blessing

we ask of others.’

With continued prayers for Christ’s

healing, love, and mercies to

continue on in powerful ways, and

with prayers for Christ’s love to

penetrate wounded and hardened

hearts.

 Mother Nancee+

-photo by Greg Taylor
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St. John’s is losing one of the pillars of our congregation.  In

early December, Gerry Mayes is moving to Florida to be close

to her family.  She has played an important role in the past

and present of St. John’s.

Gerry was born in Floyd, Virginia.  She attended Radford

State Teachers College in Radford, Virginia (which is now

Radford University).   Later she attended Virginia Medical

College in Richmond, Virginia.  Her sister, Lovelyn, had

moved to Oklahoma in 1947 (for the adventure) and was

working as a nurse at University Hospital.  In 1956, Gerry

came to Norman to be close to Lovelyn and her husband, Dr.

Bob Mayfield.  Gerry worked as a Clinical Technician at the

Oklahoma University Infirmary.   Three years later, she met

Pat Mayes.  Four months later, they were married in St. John’s

(where Pat was a member).  They were married for 49 years.  

Pat served as Sr. Warden twice at St. John’s, as well as serving on several Diocesan committees. Pat

and Gerry owned and operated several funeral homes in Oklahoma and later had a very successful

banking business.

Gerry is a past president of ECW. In 1970, she chaired the very successful Christmas bazaar. One

of her favorite St. John’s memories is the companionship and fun that came from the women of

the Church working together. Gerry also served on the St. John’s Vestry. In the late 1970’s, the

Mayes helped start St. Michael’s. Gerry was also a Vestry member there.

Gerry and Pat returned to St. John’s in the early 1980’s. She loves the beauty of St. John’s and the

liturgy. Several of Gerry’s significant life events happened at St. John’s. She was confirmed and

married at St. John’s. Both of her daughters were baptized here.

Gerry has been a dedicated and giving member. Besides the magnificent kitchen remodel, she also

contributed the large cross sculpture in the Scatter Garden and to the projects for the protection of

the stained-glass windows. 

We will miss Gerry’s smiling and beautifully dressed presence at the early service. All our best

wishes and prayers go with her as she starts this new chapter in her life.

Thank You Gerry Mayes



We give thanks for these St.  John’s leaders’

faithful  service this  year.  

Please join us in thanking them!

Carol  Upp ,  Al tar  Gui ld

James Beard ,  Weekly  Sunday Meet  & Greet

Robert  Finley ,  Gr i l lers ,  Usher/Greeters ,  Game Day Park ing

Shannon Conley ,  Euchar is t ic  Vis i tors ,  Prayers  of  the  People ,  Euchar is t ic  Vis i tors ,

F lower  Del ivery ,  Congregat iona l  Care

Robert  Terry ,  Game Day Park ing ,  Empty Nesters

John Harris ,  Game Day Park ing

Melissa Busby ,  L i turg ica l  Servers

Gabby Beard ,  Acolyte  Master  

Anne Harris ,  L ibrar ian

Merrie  Beard ,  Daughters  of  the  King and Librar ian

Pam Brown ,  J r .  Daughters  of  the  King

Mary Carter ,  Hospi ta l i ty

Lisa Schade ,  Outreach

Susie Laird ,  LMM author ,  Evangel  Book Reviewer

Kathleen Haynes ,  Archiv is t

Greg Taylor ,  Communicat ion,  IT,  SafeChurch 

Ull i  Nol lert ,  Community  Garden,  Food & Shel ter

Jul ia  Ayala Harris ,  Pres ident  of  the  House of  Deput ies  for  the  Episcopal  Church

Andrea Conway ,   Monthly  Memoria l  Euchar is t
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-Cathy Wilson
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Saint Nicholas Visit

Join us December 3rd in the parish hall following our 10:30 am service for our annual St. Nicholas visit and

select a name to sponsor off of the tree! Make an advent wreath while you sip hot cocoa!

Become an Angel for a Senior Citizen

Select a name and purchase gifts for a senior who is without family this Christmas. Return your wrapped

and labeled gifts to the church by December 17th. Visit the link below to  sign up and select a name:

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0F4CA5AC29A5F58-46262812-2023 

Bring Joy to Children

Every year we sponsor 8-10 students that attend a local elementary school who are identified by them as

needing assistance with food and gifts during Christmas. We provide gifts to the student and to their

siblings. Choose an ornament from our Santa Ministry Tree in the parish hall, shop for gifts, and return

them wrapped and labeled by December 17th.

Donate

Your gift enables St. John’s Youth Group to shop for those on our list who weren’t selected. It also allows us

to provide CREST gift cards to the students we support so they are able to share a holiday meal with their

family. Make a donation by check or cash (drop by office) or visit:

https://onrealm.org/StJohnsEpiscopa87669/give/ToBSanta.

Give

Give the gift of life by donating blood on December 17th from 8:30 am to 12:30 pm. Contact

carolupp65@gmail.com or go to the following link below to sign up.

https://www.yourbloodinstitute.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/643140

Serve

Experience the joy of serving others. Join us as we prepare and serve a meal at Food and Shelter for Friends

on December 20th from 9:30 am to 12 pm. Contact Andrea Marler at aamarler@me.com to sign up.

St. John’s Santa Ministry isn’t possible without your

support. Thank you for offering a beacon of hope and

for brightening the lives of our neighbors in need!



December 6
   Nicholas,  Bishop of  Myra,  342

December 13
  Lucy (Lucia)  Martyr at  Syracuse,  304

December 20
  St .  Thomas
December 27

  (no service this  day)

How rewarding i t  i s  to  see  the  generos i ty  of  St .

John’s  youth to  other  ch i ldren

How spec ia l  i t  has  been to  watch the chi ldren

of  St .  John’s  go from toddlers  to  teenagers  to

young adul ts  as  he  has  v is i ted over  the  decades

How dear  i t  i s  to  see  the  sp i r i t  of  generos i ty

cont inue in  the  people  of  St .  John’s !  

Coming to St .  John’s  soon!    This  red

suited gentleman wil l  join us the f i rst

Sunday of  Advent—December 3  at  our

gathering in the Parish Hal l  to  bless the

Santa Ministry  Trees.   He wil l  a lso make

an appearance at  our  10.30 Holy

Eucharist .  

He reports  so loving be ing a  par t  of  he lp ing St .

Nick coordinate  h is  v is i t s .   He notes  that…. (St .

Nick has  often to ld h im) :
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Saints To Be Honored at  our 6 pm Wednesday night services
of Holy Eucharist  in December



The Women’s Chiller on October 27th was a huge success and we had eleven attendees with

one child in the nursery. In attendance for our Women‛s Chiller Roshni Roberts, Barb

Laufersweiler, Clois Gordon, Susan Laird, Kathleen Haynes, Betsy Loffland, Andrea Marler,

Jennie Smith, Melissa Busby, Carol Upp, and me, Becky Smith!

We discussed electing officers and revamping the Episcopal Church Women for St. John’s

Norman or ECW for short. We want to modernize it for the 21st century.

We discussed having planned programming once a quarter with

 a guest speaker as well as having a presence in the church

 and local charities, followed by our “Chillers”. We cannot

 forget that as busy women, we need to “CHILL” once

 and a while!!

Women’s Chi l ler  NEWS!! !
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St.  John’s

Hanging of

the Greens

The Altar Guild of St. John’s will be decorating the nave for Christmas on the third Sunday in

Advent, December 17th. All are invited to join us as we set up the Christmas trees, hang garland

and set out candles. The decorating will follow the 10:30 am service. 

Please meet in the nave around 12pm. 

 Fledglings and Youth will spread Christmas joy on Dec 10 from 5-7pm. Everyone is invited to

join us! If you would like us to serenade you with Christmas favorites, please contact Catherine

Wilson at: cwilson@episcopalnorman.org

Christmas Carol ing on Dec 10th

 - Becky Smith
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Please join us for our Christmas Party on December 15th  in the Commons. 

See flyer below or Contact Becky Smith for more details!!
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BLUE CHRISTMAS: An Offering from 
St.  Michael’s  Episcopal  Church,  December 6 at  7  pm

A Blue Chr is tmas Serv ice  i s  offered espec ia l ly  for  those hurt ing dur ing

the hol idays .  Some come because  they are  mourning the death of  a

loved one .  Some are  far  f rom home.  Some suffer  f rom a  phys ica l  or

menta l  i l lness ,  addict ion,  or  es t rangement .  Some are  lone ly ,  s t ruggl ing

f inancia l ly ,  or  in  conf l ic t  wi th  another .  Some hurt  because  of  the  great

pa in ,  need,  and v io lence in  our  nat ion and wor ld .  The reasons for

coming are  many.  We gather  in  the  midst  of  suffer ing to  remember  God

is  good.  God is  s t rong.  God is  near .  We are  not  a lone ,  and we have

every  reason to hold on to  hope.  

St.  Johns Episcopal  Church | Norman,  OK

1601 W. Imhoff  Rd.    Norman,  OK 73072   

405-321-8951   



ADVENT & CHRISTMAS FOR BELOVED READERS

Gifts?  Journeys?  Family Gatherings?  Cozy Quiet Fireside?  Blue Holiday? Preparations

for the New Year?

To help brighten this hopeful season’s Light leading us, week by week, day by day, into a new church year,

here’s a small selection of books that our EVANGEL reviewer has reviewed recently [Dec19-Nov23]—

plus a few Anglican classics that require no review, but maybe just this little timely reminder!   Most are

available in audio, e-book, and paperback formats.

First Advent Sunday, HOPE: Beloved Readers at Prayer

DAILY PRAYER FOR ALL SEASONS, by The Episcopal Church: A home & traveling companion,

slim sacred book both wondrous and practical, supplementing the Book of Common Prayer, available

from Church Publishing. [Jul23] 

Also for those exploring Episcopal/Anglican prayer traditions: ENRICHING OUR WORSHIP (The

Episcopal Church) and THE PRACTICE OF PRAYER (Margaret Guenther), both available from

Church Publishing. [Jan22, Feb20]

Second Advent Sunday, PEACE or PREPARATION: Beloved Readers Caring for Creation

GROUNDED: FINDING GOD IN THE WORLD, by Diana Butler Bass: An honestly searching,

autobiographically developed, and riveting book about our loving faith’s practical, expansive, transformative power

within everyday life in the 21st century. [Apr23]

Third Advent Sunday, JOY: Beloved Readers in Beloved Community

JESUS AND THE DISINHERITED, by Howard Thurman: The brilliant, eloquent theological classic whose

author mentored the Rev. Dr. Mar9n Luther King, Jr. [Nov21]

THE CHURCH CRACKED OPEN: DISRUPTION, DECLINE, AND NEW HOPE FOR BELOVED

COMMUNITY, by Stephanie Spellers: An Episcopal priest’s deeply researched, deeply moving, factually but

generously framed racial history of the U.S. Episcopal Church. [Apr21]

HOLY ENVY: FINDING GOD IN THE FAITH OF OTHERS, by Barbara Brown Taylor: An Episcopal

priest’s open-hearted encounters as a college professor of world religions, with coming-of-age seekers and diverse

faith community leaders. [Aug23] 

Also, prophecy joyful vision from Episcopal bishops of color: LADDER TO THE LIGHT (Steven Charleston)

and LOVE IS THE WAY (Michael Curry) [Jan21, Nov22].

Fourth Advent Sunday, LOVE: Beloved Readers Greeting Christmas Eve

A CHILD’s CHRISTMAS IN WALES, by Dylan Thomas: A joyful Anglican classic for families gathered round

the tree on Christmas Eve, never reviewed by EVANGEL, but a book for every Episcopal home library!

FINDING GOD IN MESSY PLACES, by Jake Owensby: An Episcopal bishop’s fascinating, intimate

autobiographical and philosophical reflection on a Christ-loving faith’s practical value in dark times, to inspire

hope. [Oct23]
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First Seven Days of Christmas: Beloved Readers, Growing God’s Peace and Goodwill 

THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA, by C.S. Lewis: An Anglican classic series of seven children’s books for

every Episcopal home library, never reviewed by EVANGEL, but perfect for families gathering daily through the

holidays to read aloud—in various formats, including picture & board books for tots!

WHY RELIGION? A PERSONAL STORY, by Elaine Pagels: A widely influential (Episcopal) biblical

scholar’s poignant spiritual autobiography pursuing the question, “Why is religion still around in the 21st century?”

through landmark inquiries, passionate loves, deep griefs, and contemplative learning. [Oct20]

AFTER JESUS, BEFORE CHRISTIANITY: A HISTORICAL EXPLORATION OF THE FIRST TWO

CENTURIES OF JESUS MOVEMENTS, by Westar Seminar scholars (edited by Vearnicombe, ScoT, &

Taussig): Significant cutting-edge scholarship challenging popular language and long-held assumptions that have

misled Christians about the two centuries before the New Testament. [Apr22]

JESUS AND JOHN WAYNE: HOW WHITE EVANGELICALS CORRUPTED A FAITH AND

FRACTURED A NATION, by KrisWn Kobes DuMez [Oct22]: A respected Calvinist scholar’s bestselling, but

careful documentary research on white evangelical Christian nationalism’s US history, clearly detailing its radical

distortions of both religious faith and political culture. [Oct22]

A PEOPLE’S HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY: THE OTHER SIDE OF THE STORY, by Diana Butler

Bass: Not the usual “Big C” perspective on Christian history (Christ, Constantine, Christendom, Calvinism,

Christian America), an astute survey of Christian spiritual creativity—devotional communities and practices focused

on Jesus’s great commands to love God and to love neighbors—extending from antiquity to include contemporary

hybrid faith identities, ecumenism, interfaith relations, creation care, and visions of “justice through universal

hospitality.” [Jul21]

THE GIFT OF YEARS: GROWING OLDER GRACEFULLY, by Joan D. Chittister: A public-intellectual

elder-nun’s work of conscientiously informed, unique insight into spiritual development for late-midlife, elder, and

eldercare-giving readers. [Sep23]

AT HOME IN THE WORLD: A RULE OF LIFE FOR THE REST OF US, by Margaret Guenther: Helpful

guide to leading our own authentic lives in faith invites our self-examination, devout deliberation, and spiritual

creativity. [Dec19]

--Reviewer, Susan Laird
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Youth

12/17 Chi ldren's  Nativi ty  Pageant (5pm)

Check out our newest art work hanging in the

entry above the stairs! This work was completed

by children participating in this summer’s VBS,

themed “To Love and Serve.” Each child painted

a single canvas and when combined completes a

beautiful picture. During this activity we

discussed how each of them, as individual

miracles, contributes to the larger body of Christ.

St John’s will create a 

float for the annual

Norman Christmas

parade on Dec 2 at 6pm

 If you are interested, please

contact:

 Catherine Wilson 

cwilson@episcopalnorman.org

or

 Zada Sery 

zada.sery@gmail.com.

mailto:zada.sery@gmail.com


Children’s  Sunday School  9 :30-10:15 -  Godly  Play  (pre-K -  1st

grade) ;  Pr imary  (2-3rd grade) ;  Intermediate  (4-5th grade ,  Upsta i rs

Classrooms.

Middle School  -  (6-8th grade) ,  L ibrary

Children’s  Chapel  during the 10:30 service -  Pre-K -  3rd grade ,  and

4-5th grade are  welcome.  Meets  a t  10 :15 in  the  lobby or  p layground,

depending on the weather .  Chi ldren are  brought  into the church for

communion.

Nursery 9:00 -  12:00 .  Infants  -  3yrs  o ld .  Nursery .

Fledglings 4:00-  6 :00 pm .  Pre-K -  5th grade ,  Par i sh Hal l .  Dinner  i s

provided.

Youth Group 5:00 -  7 :00 .  6 th  -  12th grade .  Par i sh Hal l .  Dinner  i s

provided.
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Sunday Family Ministry Offerings

Have you thought of  invit ing

famil ies  with chi ldren to church

on Sundays?  

Invite  your f r iends,  neighbors,

and family  to the loving place

that  is  St .  John’s ! ! !

What wonderful ,  Christ-

Centered offer ings we have for

famil ies  on Sunday mornings!



Date Service/Fellowship Activity

December 17 Service project at the church 

January 21 Lap Blankets

February 18 Valentines and Fruit Salad

March 1-2 Lock-in

March 23 Palm Crosses

April 13 Diocesan Assembly

April 21 Prayer Postcards

May 19 Bowling

June 16 Retreat

July 20 Break

August Swim Party

St.  Johns Episcopal  Church | Norman,  OK
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Are you ready to be a hero and make a difference in someone's life? Our blood drive is just around the

corner, and we need your help! It's time to roll up your sleeves and donate blood. Signing up is easy,

just scan the QR code and secure your spot now. Your donation can save up to three lives, so don't

wait any longer. Let's work together to make a positive impact on our community. Join us at the blood

drive and be a part of something great!

Save The Date:  

December 17,  2023 

8:30 – 12pm 

Parish Hal l

 

For  quest ions please

contact  Carol  Upp at

carolupp65@gmail .com or

sign up onl ine by:

 

Be a hero...get a book!
(Not bad for a few minutes of your day)
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A huge thank you to everyone who participated in giving

Testimonials during our abbreviated Stewardship Campaign -

FAITHFULLY CARRY ON!  We ALL have those types of

stories about what St. John’s means to us and it was great to hear

some of them!

The response to our Ingathering was great and we appreciated

the response to date - 65 pledge cards for a total of 202,501.00.  

Please remember, it’s not too late to get your pledge card turned

in AND - if possible, for budgeting purposes - please have them

in before the end of the year.

Thanks and please continue to FAITHFULLY CARRY ON!

The Stewardship Committee

Thank You Stewardship Committee



Our History
Holly Cole, our current Senior Warden, stands with a beautiful

historical warden’s staff that resides in the corner of the nave near the

lectern. We are grateful for Holly’s leadership, and we are reminded

of how many people have served through the years as wardens and

on the vestries here at St. John’s.  

How grateful we are for faithful and engaged leadership!

The Senior Warden’s Staff is carried by that officer in formal processionals and was made by Father Don

Owens; former Curate of St. John's. The Jerusalem or Crusaders cross on top of the staff has two

meanings, • The first is that the large cross represents Christ and the four smaller cross, represent the four

gospels. The other meaning is that the five crosses stand for the five wounds of Christ. The Jerusalem cross

sits on top of the three crosses. These three connect together, forming the Trinity; and each cross bears an

eagle, the symbol of St. John's heraldic animal. You will see twelve brass rings, each possessing a name of

one of the twelve tribes of Israel. The rings remind us that the staff is the symbol of the highest lay officer

of the congregation, charged with assisting the priest in governance.

Each warden's name since 1892 appears on the rings. Above the twelve brass rings is a silver ring, bearing

the words Sberna Yisrael, Adonai Eloheynu, Adonai Ehad: "Hear, 0 Israel, the Lord is our God, the Lord is

One." It represents our own ancient faith, and the summary of the law given by Jesus. 

On a silver ring just below, is the inscription: St. John's Church, 1892-1982, the dates separated by the

Canterbury cross. This cross first appeared in the sixth century and symbolizes the See of Canterbury

Finally the staff is tipped with a silver ring bearing the word "Peace" in the four languages of the church.

The information used to produce this document was from two texts: "Beginnings, " by Lucille Belknap (Transcript Press)

"Guide to St. John's," by Robert B.Smith

Senior Warden Holly Cole holding the
Senior Warden’s Staff

“Our History” will continue on as a monthly feature in the Evangel, highlighting the history and culture of St. John’s

Church and parishioners.
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House of Deputies President Julia Ayala Harris is joined by other leaders from The Episcopal Church and the Church of Sweden at

Uppsala Cathedral, where the two churches’ full communion agreement was affirmed at a Nov. 22 Holy Eucharist. Left of Ayala

Harris are the Very Rev. Chirstopher Meaking, Bishop Johan Dalman and Karin Perers. Right of Ayala Harris are Bishop Marika

Markovits, Bishop Mark Edington, the Rev. Margaret Rose and the Ven. Walter Baer. Photo: Magnus Aronsson

[Episcopal News Service] House of Deputies President Julia Ayala Harris led a delegation of Episcopal leaders

on a trip to Sweden last week to attend the Church of Sweden’s General Synod and affirm the recently finalized

full communion agreement between the two churches.

In addition to visiting various Church of Sweden parishes and ministries, Ayala Harris spoke at the closing

Eucharist of General Synod in affirmation of the two churches’ agreement. “The fires of the Holy Spirit are

moving among us in fresh ways, forming what is to come. We are called to help the church evolve and take a

new shape,” Ayala Harris said, according to the written text of her Nov. 22 remarks at the Church of Sweden’s

Uppsala Cathedral.

“Today, we celebrate commitment, renewal, and hope,” she said. “Today, we celebrate the incarnation of the

Holy Spirit that dwells in this space and in each of us. Today, we celebrate our ability to reimagine our hopes and

dreams in a modern society that tries to turn those dreams into nightmares. Today, we celebrate how God turns

our hope into action.”
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HOUSE OF DEPUTIES PRESIDENT VISITS CHURCH OF SWEDEN

IN AFFIRMATION OF FULL COMMUNION AGREEMENT



Ayala  Harr i s  was  jo ined in  the  Episcopal  de legat ion by the Rt .  Rev.  Mark Edington,

b ishop of  the  Convocat ion of  Episcopal  Churches  in  Europe;  Archdeacon Wal ter  Baer ,

a l so of  the  convocat ion;  and the Rev.  Margaret  Rose ,  deputy  to  the pres id ing b ishop for

ecumenica l  and interre l ig ious  re la t ions .  Their  v is i t  to  Sweden rec iprocated Church of

Sweden leaders ’  t r ip  to  Par is ,  France ,  ear l ier  th is  year  for  a  s ign ing ceremony wi th

Pres id ing Bishop Michae l  Curry  he ld  a t  the  Episcopal  cathedra l  there ,  Cathedra l  Church

of  the Holy  Tr in i ty .

“In th is  t ime of  increas ing d iv is ion,  polar izat ion and war ,  th is  agreement  i s  a  wi tness  to

uni ty  that  i s  so  needed today ,”  Rose sa id  in  a  wr i t ten s ta tement  to  Episcopal  News

Serv ice .  “The deepening re la t ionships  among Episcopal ians  and Lutherans  a t  home and

here  in  Sweden deepens our  work together ,  in  such areas  as  care  for  refugees ,  c l imate

change ,  inc lus ive  worship and so much more .”

ENS a lso reached out  to  the Church of  Sweden for  th is  s tory  and wi l l  update  wi th

comment  when ava i lab le .

The Church of  Sweden i s  one of  seven fu l l -communion par tners  wi th  The Episcopal

Church.  The others  are  the  Evangel ica l  Lutheran Church in  Amer ica ;  the  Moravian

Church (Northern and Southern Provinces) ;  the  Mar  Thoma Syr ian Church of  Malabar ,

India ;  the  Old Cathol ic  Church of  the  Union of  Utrecht ;  the  Phi l ippine Independent

Church;  and the Evangel ica l  Lutheran Church in  Canada .

Aya la  Harr i s ,  in  a  s ta tement  to  ENS,  ca l led las t  week’s  t r ip  “a  joyous occas ion in  the

ongoing re la t ionship between The Episcopal  Church and the Church of  Sweden.”

“This  h is tor ic  s tep wi l l  a l low us  to  col laborate  even more c lose ly  on i ssues  of  common

concern ,”  Aya la  Harr i s  sa id .  “I  am exc i ted by the ways  the  Spir i t  i s  moving among us ,

ca l l ing  us  to  evolve  and take new shape together .  Our churches  share  a  sp i r i t  of  rad ica l

welcome,  grounded in  our  common her i tage .  And I  be l ieve  our  prophet ic  voices  are  even

stronger  when bound in  par tnership .”

Ful l -communion d iscuss ions  between the two churches  date  back to  the ear ly  1900s .

Momentum picked up in  the  ear ly  2000s ,  and in  2009,  the  76th Genera l  Convent ion of

The Episcopal  Church passed a  reso lut ion d i rect ing the Standing Commiss ion on

Ecumenica l  and Interre l ig ious  Rela t ions  to  beg in a  formal  d ia logue wi th the Church of

Sweden,  wi th  the goa l  of  es tab l i sh ing fu l l  communion.

Those ta lks  produced the agreement  that  was  approved in  2022 by the 80th Genera l

Convent ion and by the Genera l  Synod of  the  Church of  Sweden,  a l so known as  the

Evangel ica l  Lutheran Church in  Sweden.  The agreement  acknowledges  f ive  points  the  two

churches  have in  common,  inc luding shar ing confess ion of  the  aposto l ic  fa i th .  I t  a l so

makes  n ine commitments ,  inc luding es tabl i sh ing a  group to nurture  growth in  communion

and regard ing bapt ized members  of  each church as  members  of  one ’s  own.
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In March 2023,  Curry  t rave led to  Par is ,  France ,  to  f ina l ize  the  fu l l  communion

re la t ionship .  Whi le  there ,  he  s igned a  memorandum of  understanding between the two

churches ,  a long wi th h is  Church of  Sweden counterpar t ,  Archbishop Uppsa la  Mart in

Modéus .

“Our fu l l  communion re la t ionship wi th the Church of  Sweden has  g iven us  new partners

in  minis t ry  for  the  work of  the  Episcopal  Church in  Europe,”  Edington to ld  ENS.  “In

many of  the  c i t ies  we serve ,  Church of  Sweden par ishes  are  a l so present .  We’re  bui ld ing

new re la t ionships  wi th these  brothers  and s i s ters .”

The two churches  he ld  the i r  f i r s t  jo int  worship serv ice  in  Ju ly ,  when the Rev.  Scott  A.

Moore ,  an Episcopal  pr ies t  serv ing two congregat ions  in  Germany,  ce lebrated Holy

Euchar is t  a t  a  Church of  Sweden par ish in  Ber l in .

“As we look ahead to  the future ,  may we have fa i th  to  dream bold dreams,”  Aya la  Harr i s

sa id  in  her  Nov.  22 remarks .  “May we engage our  communit ies  in  new ways ,  bui ld ing

br idges  across  d iv ides .  May we radica l ly  t rust  in  God’s  gu idance and provis ion.  … As we

l ive  into th is  covenant ,  I  pray  that  our  bonds of  af fect ion cont inue to  grow.  May we walk

fa i thfu l ly  together ,  br ing ing Chr is t ’ s  l ight  to  the wor ld .”
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– Dav id  Pau l s en  ( s en i o r  r epo r t e r  and  ed i t o r  f o r  Epi s c opa l  News  Se rv i c e .  He  can  b e

r ea ch ed  a t  dpau l s en@ep i s c opa l chur ch . o r g . )

What outs tanding service  in  Chris t ’ s  name from the President

of  the  House of  Deputies   and St .  John’s  Parishioner  ,

 Jul ia  Ayala Harris .
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Music

"Knit" Night

Our church begins a new liturgical year with the first

Sunday of Advent, December 3. Hymns and anthems

during Advent will focus on preparing for the coming of

Jesus to bring light and hope into our often dark world. 

A Service of Lessons and Carols will be celebrated

Sunday, December 17, at 5 pm. The service will include

lessons and Advent hymns and carols taking us on a

journey from creation to Bethlehem, and our youngest

church members sharing the Nativity pageant with us.

The choir and congregation will assist with a couple of

hymn verses as the children present the story. 

Three Christmas Eve services(4pm, 9pm & 11 pm) will all

include some of our wonderful Christmas hymns, with

the choir offering an anthem at the 9pm and

11pm(Incense) services. 

Participation in "Knit" Night has grown a bit recently,

including both new and returning folks. We're still a

small group, sharing enthusiasm for needlework and

crafty things, and supporting each other's creative

interests. 

In December, the group will meet only once:

Thursday, Dec. 14. from 6:30-8:30 pm. We welcome

you to join us with or without a portable project to

work on. Members are happy to help with knit or

crochet questions, including helping beginners

learning new skills. If you'd like to be added to the

email list for a reminder before our gatherings, please

contact Melody Palm. 

 - Melody Palm

 - Melody Palm



Eucharistic Visiting

Please consider being a Eucharistic Visitor.  

Contact Shannon Conley at 405-626-5664 for more information.  

Food and Shelter

December 19, 2023

Your help is needed on the third Tuesday of every EVEN month. 

Let's keep this tradition going!

 Meal prep from 9:30-11:00 and/or serving lunch from 11:00-12:00. 

Feel free to come work the entire time or pick the time that works best for you. 

Please email or call Andrea Marler to confirm your attendance.

aamarler@me.com (405-808-4435)

You’re asked to prayerfully consider whether you might be called to serve in the

ministry of Acolytes, chalice bearers, thurifer and Altar Guild, yes Altar Guild members

are acolytes too.  Reach out to the church office if this is a ministry is something you

would like to do.

Acolyte

Adult  Sunday School  Refreshments

Please contact Roshni Robert at wovenfingers@gmail.com if you would like to help

with coordinating refreshments.

Youth

Please contact Cathy Wilson at cwilson@episcopalnorman.org  if you are interested in

helping with any Youth and/or Nursery. 
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Ministry  Help Needed
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Memorial Service 
Chapel of the Resurrection

The December Memorial Service will be held on: 

December 6th, at 12:10 PM

   

This is a monthly service which lasts approximately thirty minutes

and is a time to pay tribute to and remember all those who have died

in that month, no matter the year, and all those who have died in the

current year.  Each name is spoken aloud.  

The service is a reverent one with Holy Communion that honors

those we love but see no longer. 

Bible Study 
(Tuesdays at 10:30am & Thursdays at 10am)

Did you realize we have two Bible study groups at St. John’s that gather to pray, read God’s holy word, discuss,

share, and be guided and influenced by the upcoming lessons for Sunday? Both groups meet in the Commons.  

The Tuesday group meets at 10:30 following Holy Eucharist, and the Thursday group gather at 9:00 for

fellowship and refreshments and Bible study at 9:30.  The Thursday group includes a spiritual reflection from

Bishop Steven Charleston, retired and beloved bishop of the Episcopal Church, resident Oklahoman. 

O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through your eternal love: look with

compassion on the whole human family;  take away the arrogance and hatred which infect our

hearts; break down the walls that separate us;  unite us in bonds of love;  and work through our

struggle and confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all nations

and races may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne. 

In Jesus’ name, Amen.



Weekly Schedule

 Sundays 
Holy Euchar is t  8a  & 10:30a

[Livestream:  10 :30]

www.episcopalnorman.org

Join us  for  f e l l owsh ip  f o l l ow ing

bo th  s e r v i c e s .  Chi ldren 's  Sunday

School  9 :30a-10 :15a

Tuesdays
 Holy  Euchar is t  10a  (Chapel ) .

 Fol lowed by Bib le  Study .  

Wednesdays
 Holy  Euchar is t  6p (Chapel )

Thursdays
 B ib le  Study 9 :30-10 :30 1st

Wed of  Month Memoria l

Serv ice  12 :10pm

(Columbar ium)

Staff
The Rev. Dr. Nancee Martin

Rector

The Rev. James Tyree

Deacon

Catherine Wilson

Christian Formation Director

Taylor Redden

Parish Administrator

Melody Palm

Interim Organist/Choir M.

Matthew Wilson

 Youth Minister

ADDRESS:       235 W. Duffy ,  

                      Norman,  OK 73069

MAILING 

ADDRESS:       235 W. Duffy ,  

                      Norman,  OK 73069

PHONE:           405-321-3020

WEBSITE:        www.episcopalnorman.org  

EMAIL:             s taf f@episcopalnorman.org

November| 2023
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Evangel Submissions

Please feel free to submit articles for new and upcoming

Evangels. If you would like to submit something to be

included in the future, please send a copy of your article to

evangel@episcopalnorman.org .

EVANGEL
St. John's Episcopal Church | Norman, OK

OFFICE HOURS

Mon  10am-2pm

Tues ,  Wed,  Thurs  10am-3pm

Sunday Mornings :  L ive  s t ream is  here !  The

videos are  ava i lab le  on the St .  John’s  webs i te ,           

ht tp ://episcopalnorman.org/l ivestream.aspx.  

Online Church Service Options

Address Service Requested

St John's Evangel

USPS 424550

Published Monthly by St. John's Episcopal Church

235 W. Duffy  

Norman, OK 73069
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Restore all people to unity with God and each other in Christ.

http://episcopalnorman.org/livestream.aspx

